February 2020
Dear Parent/Guardian
Year 9 Option Choices
We are approaching the time when decisions have to be made about the GCSE courses your child will
follow in years 10 and 11.
As you will likely know, GCSE examinations are now graded from 1 – 9, with level 9 being the highest.
For context, a level 4 grade represents a standard pass, a level 5 represents a good pass, and a level 9
grade represents an even higher level of achievement than an old A* grade. Many GCSE subjects are now
assessed exclusively by examinations at the end of Year 11, and this change represents a new challenge
for students in terms of discipline and organisation.
In order to help our students meet the demands of these qualifications, most will study nine GCSEs from
September 2020, although some will study more if they follow the triple science course and/or take the
further mathematics GCSE. Nine good GCSEs will prepare students fully for studying the International
Baccalaureate in the Sixth Form and are more than sufficient for entry to all university courses,
apprenticeships or careers.
It is important that option decisions are based on good information and advice. Students have had an
options assembly which has started the process, and the following programme will further help parents
and students with their choices:
Thursday 12 March:

There will be a parents’ consultation evening when you will have
the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and potential
options with his/her subject teachers. Senior members of staff will
be available for further advice.

Monday 16 – Friday 27 March:

All students will be interviewed and advised by a member of staff
about their choices. Parents are welcome to attend if they wish.
Students will receive a letter stating the date and time of their
interview; please do check this date and time with your child. For
our records, students must bring their signed option form to
interview. This form can be found at the end of this booklet.

We trust that these arrangements will enable you and your child to make decisions based on clear
information and informed advice. For your convenience, this option booklet, along with the presentation
given to the year 9 students during the options assembly, will be available on the school website from
Friday 14 February.
Yours faithfully

Mr B Forward
Assistant Headteacher
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Introduction
This folder has been prepared for year 9 students at Dane Court Grammar School and their parents as a
practical guide to the subjects that may be studied for the General Certificate of Secondary Education
(GCSE).
In their first three years at the school, students have followed a very broad course, designed to give them
access to as wide an educational experience as possible. As they move into the two years that see them
prepare for GCSE examinations, students have the opportunity to specialise by choosing courses that
reflect individual strengths. The curriculum in years 10 and 11 has been planned so that all students
follow a sound educational programme. This is balanced, offers an appropriate breadth of study for an
intelligent citizen of the future, and ensures that, by a sensible selection of GCSE subjects, students can
follow a programme tailored to their interests. In our sixth form they will keep their career options open
by studying the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme or the International Baccalaureate
Career-related Programme.
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum
Having completed Key Stage 3 at the end of year 9, students will move into Key Stage 4. The curriculum
ensures that they follow a course that is broad and balanced. The following compulsory courses form the
core of the curriculum:
English
Mathematics
Science
A Modern Language
Independent Cultural Enrichment (ICE)
Physical Education
Students also choose two other subjects of their choice from a range of options.
Our students are academically able and thus quite capable of coping with nine or ten GCSE courses.
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The Examined Curriculum
All students will study the following combination of courses for GCSE:1.

English

Literature and Language for all. (Two GCSEs).

2.

Mathematics

Two GCSEs (One Mathematics and one Statistics).

3.

Science

4.

A modern language

All students study at least one modern language (French or German).

5.

Two additional subjects

Students will study two subjects from the following list: Art;
Business; Computing; Drama; Food Preparation and Nutrition;
Geography; History; a second Modern Language; Music; PE;
Philosophy. Please be aware that a subject will only run if a minimum
of fifteen students opt to do it. For this reason we require students to
choose three subjects from this list, one of which will be a reserve
choice.

or

Two GCSEs – GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy)
Three GCSEs – GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics.

GCSE Courses
Heads of departments at Dane Court have selected a curriculum which they believe to be the most
appropriate for the needs of our students. In this pack, you will find a brief overview of each subject,
which includes information about subject content and course requirements. GCSE courses will be
examined at the end of the two-year course, rather than at the end of modules.
As well as examinations at the end of year 11, non-examined assessments are also carried out in some
subjects over the two-year GCSE course. Marks from these non-examined assessments count towards the
final GCSE grade so it is important that students maintain high levels of effort, achievement and
attendance throughout years 10 and 11.
Advice
Students and parents will want to discuss options choices in depth. The information contained in this
folder will, we hope, guide your choice. The following staff at school can also help you:
i
ii
iii

Your subject teachers can advise you about your prospects in a particular subject.
Your form mentor and head of house can give you some advice of a general nature.
Any member of the senior leadership team can give you specialist advice.

The decision you make about your choices for next year is very important. It will dictate the course of
your education for at least the next two years and may influence your whole career. Please do not be
afraid to ask for advice.
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How Do I Choose?
In making your choices you should bear in mind the following points.
i.

The subjects that you are good at.

ii.

The subjects that you like.

iii.

The subjects that may be necessary for any future career you have in mind.

iv.

Maintaining a balance so that you keep career options open.

When Do I Choose?
On Thursday 12 March the normal year 9 parents’ consultation meeting will be held, at which your
parents will have the opportunity to discuss with your teachers the progress you are making in your
different subjects. Senior members of staff will also be there for further advice.
In the two weeks from Monday 16 March all students will be interviewed by a member of staff. Parents
are welcome to attend in order to ensure that the most appropriate choices are being made.
On the basis of the information that you give us, the school will attempt to construct a timetable that will
allow each of you to study the subjects that you wish. It has to be pointed out at this stage that sometimes
we are not able to accommodate the choices of every student and have to ask one or two students to
choose again. Whilst we do our best to meet the requirements of every individual, you will understand
that we have to construct your timetable in order to satisfy the needs of the majority.
After the summer examinations there may be an opportunity for you to change your choice of subjects if
you wish to. It is important to note, however, that changing your mind at that stage may not be entirely
straightforward as some courses will already be full, and some combinations of courses may not be
possible.
Course Information
In order to help you with your choice you will find, on the following pages, brief descriptions of all the
courses that you might follow next year.

4

Dane Court Grammar School – Options 2020

Independent Cultural Enrichment
The ‘ICE’ course will offer a broad-based two-year enrichment course, designed to encourage and challenge
students to think about issues of vital importance in 21st century Britain. Students will engage with issues of
identity, gender, diversity, sex and relationships, and the cultural contexts in which they are expressed,
including issues of pluralism, ‘Britishness’, multiculturalism (confronting stereotypes), race and religion,
beliefs and values; careers-related aspects of education will also be taught in this course. This course will make
an important contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) education of students in key stage
4, and will help to confront narrow and mono-cultural ideologies. Methodologies will include discussion,
debate, visiting speakers and investigation of topical issues, alongside taught elements.
It is intended that the knowledge and skills acquired throughout this course will both support students’ learning
in other subjects as well as prepare them for life in the 21st century.

Physical Education
Physical education is a compulsory element of the curriculum from years 7 - 11. During key stage 4 students
continue to develop some of the sports covered in key stage 3, as well as experiencing some new activities.
Lifelong leisure pursuits, leading to a healthy lifestyle, are included in the programme.
Students will spend time improving their own performance; learning to analyse their own and others’
performance; coaching; expanding their knowledge of rules; officiating.
Students are expected to attend lessons wearing the correct kit. High standards of dress are maintained over the
next two years. Football boots are essential for boys. Apart from football boots, all replacement items of
clothing are available for purchase from the PE department at any time. Students have the option to pursue the
Level One Sports Leadership Award during their core PE lesson.

Careers

Careers education at Dane Court aims to equip each student with the knowledge and skills necessary to plan
and follow a chosen career plan. It should perhaps be thought of less as a subject and more as a process. This
process, which aims to raise the expectations and aspirations of all students, begins in year 7 and continues into
key stage 4 and 5. Each year, students engage with units of study that build a comprehensive programme in
which students have access to employers and advice from experts from a variety of careers. In years 10 and 11,
there are further activities concentrating upon the development of the individual as well as an introduction to
work related learning via the Business of Enterprise Project and a comprehensive programme of careers
education allowing students to understand the choices they are to make. During the Business of Enterprise
Project each student works together in a group to create a virtual company, testing their team working skills and
ability to work to deadlines. During the year 11 programme, emphasis moves to research and choices regarding
IB and other post-16 courses. Additional topics are the changing nature of careers in the new century, issues
concerning equality in the workplace, applying for jobs and CV writing and instruction on the on-line
application system for further education. Individual and independent careers advice is offered via interview to
all year 11 and 9 students to help deliver them at the end of key stage 5 with a firm career plan.
The students from all year groups will have the opportunity of attending a global village event which allows
them to meet with a variety of career professionals and engage with a variety of career related and higher
education workshops.
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Art and Design
Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Exam Weighting: 40%

Specification Code: 1FA0 and ITDO
Weighting for Non-examined Assessment: 60%

GCSE Art and Design is about having an adventurous and enquiring approach to learning where you will
develop the skills and confidence to express your own ideas.
Studying art and design is not only about becoming an artist. Being creative is essential for many careers.
Imaginative, innovative, intuitive people are highly sought after in business, media, engineering, science,
teaching and many other careers.
As a Dane Court GCSE Art and Design student you will become a more independent individual: you will be
able to take risks, make mistakes and learn from them. You will learn to communicate effectively in writing,
verbally and visually. You will be able to manage and deliver long term projects.
At Dane Court we offer a multidisciplinary course with two distinct pathways and many possible areas of
exploration. Our two paths are GCSE Art and Design: Fine Art or GCSE Art and Design: Three dimensional
design.
The course we deliver is based on an art and design college foundation model where students who opt for either
of the art and design courses will rotate on a two week carousel, learning skills and processes, working with a
range of materials and exploring drawing systems for different functions. In the autumn term students will
complete short projects in ceramics, fabric and textiles, oil painting, photography, plaster sculpting and resistant
materials. At the end of these introductory lessons students will specialise in either fine art or a three
dimensional discipline and will be allotted an art and design tutor who will lead them through the development
and completion of their own art and design pieces. Students will build up lively sketchbooks full of ideas,
material investigations and visual resources through which they will prepare for making a series of studio art or
design pieces.
The Art and Design GCSE is assessed as two units of work.
1) A personal portfolio of art and design work in the form of sketchbooks, studio and workshop made pieces.
The personal portfolio contains all of the work produced from September of year 10 to the December of year
11. The personal portfolio is worth 60% of the GCSE.
2) An externally set assignment is a 10 week project (running from January to May of year 11) in which
students explore a set theme, question or brief and produce a body of preparatory and completed art and design
pieces which culminates in a 10 hour controlled assessment. The externally set assignment is worth the
remaining 40% of the GCSE.
If you are interested in art, craft or design and enjoy drawing or making things; if you have an aptitude or, more
importantly, the attitude for being creative, independent of spirit and motivated to produce exciting, thoughtful
and beautiful things, we will help you to realise your potential.
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Business
Exam Board: Edexcel

Specification Code: 1BS0 Exam weighting: 100%

The Business and Finance Department equip students with Business Acumen that students can effectively apply
in real world settings, whether as an entrepreneur or a proactively contributing employee, to improve their
success and growth.
The Business GCSE is an exciting course written in response to feedback from the business subject community,
including business owners and managers, teachers, professional bodies and higher education. It is delivered by
teachers with several years of business experience, to give engaging and inspiring lessons that reflect modern
and evolving business. You will develop key knowledge and skills through discussion, research and
investigation and practical tasks, alongside exam preparation. This qualification enables students to develop as
commercially minded and enterprising individuals and provides learning that is highly relevant to most career
pathways. The course is structured in two themes.
Theme 1: Investigating small business - through the lens of an entrepreneur, students will be introduced to
local and national business contexts, behaviours and decisions.
1.
Enterprise and entrepreneurship – what makes a good business idea, the risks and rewards of
business and the role of entrepreneurs.
2.
Spotting a business opportunity – how new and small businesses identify opportunities through
understanding customer needs, market research and competitor analysis.
3.
Putting a business idea into practice – making a business idea happen through identifying aims and
objectives and concentrating on the financial aspects.
4.
Making the business effective – students will explore a range of factors that impact on the success of
the business, including location, the marketing mix and the business plan.
5.
Understanding external influences on business – responding to changes and development in
technology, legal, politics and the economic climate.
Theme 2: Building a business covers how to run an effective business and how businesses grow and develop
into productive and popular, international brands.
1.
Growing the business – methods of growth, how businesses evolve and the impact of globalisation and
the ethical and environmental consideration.
2.
Making marketing decisions – applying the marketing mix, covering promotion and advertising,
product design, pricing and distribution choices.
3.
Making operational decisions – this topic focuses on meeting customer needs through the design,
supply, quality and sales decisions a business makes.
4.
Making financial decisions – students will explore the tools a business has to support financial
decision making, including ratio analysis, profit margins and basic accounting.
5.
Making human resource decisions – how to recruit, train, organise and motivate staff.
Theme 1 is completed in year 10 and Theme 2 by February half term in year 11. This gives a substantial
opportunities for revision. The course is examined through two written papers in the summer of year 11. There
is no coursework.
In 2019, 48% of students studying Business GCSE achieved a grade of 7-9. This represented an added
value improvement of +1.34.
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Computing
Exam Board: OCR
Exam weighting: 100%

Specification code: J276

Introduction
In a recent skills survey over 70% of the people questioned said that using a computer was essential to their job.
This number has increased by 20% in the last 10 years (more than double the rise of any other skill).
Recent speeches from Google, Microsoft and other leading technology companies have stressed the need for all
students to have an understanding of computing, especially with the drive towards a new UK job market based
around high level computing skills such as programming and special effects.
The computing (9-1) GCSE offered at Dane Court is new and designed to meet these challenges. It is a course
that expands on the knowledge students have gained over the years, providing the perfect foundation for
students who are looking for a career with a computing element.
The course itself is split into two different sections; programming and computing theory - both are assessed by
external examination at the end of the course
Exam one - Computer systems
Students learn about the theory of a computer, looking at questions such as what different parts are used to
make a computer and how they link together. They explore topics on the theory behind the hardware and how
computers use data to store information.
This section is worth 50% of the final GCSE and involves a 1 hour 30 minute examination.
Exam two - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
Students learn critical computational thinking and problem solving skills which in turn gives them the tools to
understand computer programming. Students are challenged with coding problems that they have to solve and
must be able to write programs spontaneously.
This section is worth 50% of the final GCSE and involves a 1 hour 30 minute examination.
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Drama
Exam Board: WJEC/EDUQAS
Specification Code: C690QS
Weighting for Non-examined Assessment: 40%
Practical Exam Weighting: 20%
Written Exam Weighting: 40%
In many areas of life today Drama is recognised as a valid and useful method of learning. In business, industry,
social services and education, role-playing is often used as a method of understanding problems and finding
solutions. Within the framework of a secure and trusting situation, participants in Drama can often find out
more about themselves and others than can be discovered from reading a text book.
The GCSE course is not about training for a career on the stage. Besides the aims stated above, its purpose is to
foster an interest in drama and theatre.
The course consists of three units.
Component 1: Devising Theatre – 40% of GCSE
Non-examined assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated.
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre using either the
techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by WJEC.
Learners must produce:
• a realisation of their piece of devised theatre
• a portfolio of supporting evidence
• an evaluation of the final performance or design.
Component 2: Performing from a Text – 20% of GCSE
Practical exam: externally assessed by a visiting examiner.
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Learners study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre.
Learners participate in one performance using sections of text from both extracts.
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre – 40% of GCSE
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes.
Section A: Set Text
A series of questions on one set text from a choice of five.
Section B: Live Theatre Review
One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of a given aspect of a live theatre
production seen during the course.
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GCSE English Language
Exam Board: AQA
Exam Weighting: 100%

Specification Code: 8700

Aims:
Throughout the two year course, students will develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing,
necessary to communicate with others confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately. We aim to foster
students’ ability to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting their speech and
writing to different situations and audiences. They will become critical readers of a range of texts, using reading
to develop their own skills as writers.
Paper 1
Section A Reading
Section B Writing
One literature fiction text followed by a series of questions worth a Descriptive or narrative writing
total of 40 marks (25% of GCSE)
worth a total of 40 marks (25% of
•
One short form question
GCSE)
(1 x 4 marks)
• One extended writing question from a
•
Two longer form questions
choice of two
(2 x 8 marks)
(24 marks for content, 16 marks for
•
One extended question
technical accuracy)
(1 x 20 marks)
Assessed by
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE
Paper 2
Section A Reading
One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text followed by a series
of questions worth a total of 40 marks (25% of GCSE). Texts are linked by
theme; one is taken from the 19 century.
• one short form question
(1 x 4 marks)
•
two longer form questions
(1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)
•
one extended question
(1 x 16 marks)
Assessed by
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE
th
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Section B Writing
Writing to present a viewpoint
worth a total of 40 marks (25% of
GCSE)
• one extended writing question
(24 marks for content, 16 for
technical accuracy)
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GCSE English Literature
Exam Board: AQA
Exam Weighting: 100%

Specification Code: 8702

Aims:
Throughout the two year course, students will engage with many texts from the English Literary Heritage that
have been influential and significant over time and explore their meaning today. They will explore how texts
from different eras may reflect or influence values, assumptions and sense of identity. Students will be
encouraged to connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of perspectives, thereby becoming sensitive
and critical readers of fiction prose, poetry and drama.
Paper 1
Section A Shakespeare
Section B Nineteenth Century Novel
Students will answer one question on the play studied Students will answer one question on the novel
in class. They will be required to write in detail about studied in class. They will be required to write in
an extract from the play and then to write about the detail about an extract from the novel and then to
play as a whole.
write about the novel as a whole.
Assessed by
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
64 marks
40% of GCSE
Paper 2
Section A Modern Texts
Students will answer one
essay question from a choice
of two on their studied
modern prose or drama text.

Section B Poetry Anthology
Students will answer one comparative
question on one named poem printed on
the paper and one other poem from their
chosen anthology cluster.
Assessed by
written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE
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Section C Unseen Poetry
Students will answer one question
on one unseen poem and one
question comparing this poem with
a second unseen poem.
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Exam Board: AQA
Written Examination 50%

Specification Code: 8585
Two Non-examined Assessments 50%

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition will build students’ practical skills and increase their knowledge and
understanding of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. This qualification is an excellent foundation for
further study of food in the sixth form IB programme where it is taught as one of the Group 4 sciences. Food
Preparation and Nutrition will encourage students to make informed decisions about food and nutrition in order
to feed themselves and others affordably and healthily. It enables students to understand the huge challenges
that are faced globally to supply the world with nutritious and safe food.
Fifty per cent of the course is non examined assessment (NEA). This comprises two tasks which are
summarised below:
Non-examined Assessment: Task 1: Food investigation – An investigative assessment worth 15% (ten
hours). You will produce a 1500-2000 word report including photographic evidence of a practical investigation,
showing your understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients.
Non-examined Assessment: Task 2: Food preparation assessment – A food preparation assessment worth
35% (twelve hours). You will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within three hours,
planning in advance how this will be achieved. There is a choice from three possible scenarios such as the
cuisine from another country or a specific dietary need, for example vegetarianism. It is expected that students
will cook every week in order to develop their practical skills and to produce a wide range of high quality
dishes.
Areas of Content
1. Food commodities, nutrition and health: Students will work with a varied range of commodities, learn
about the nutrients, their sources, function and deficiency diseases and will discover how to make informed
choices for a varied and balanced diet.
2. The science of food: Students learn about heat transfer and selection of appropriate cooking methods, the
functional and chemical properties of food and raising agents.
3. Food safety: Students learn to recognise and prevent food spoilage and contamination. They study
microorganisms and enzymes and the principles of food safety including buying and storing food.
4. Food choice: The course looks at cultural, medical, ethical and religious influences on food choice, British
and International cuisine, sensory evaluation and food labelling and marketing.
5. Food provenance: Students are made aware of environmental impact and sustainability of food, where and
how ingredients are grown, reared and caught and food processing and production.
6. Food preparation and cooking techniques: Twelve practical skill groups integrated throughout the course.
The course is useful for many different career routes such as medicine, nursing, dietetics, nutrition, food
science, food technology or new product development. To be able to cook and to have a good knowledge of
food sourcing and food choice is a useful skill for anyone. This subject links well with Art and Design,
Business Studies, Sport and many other subjects in the curriculum.
The course will be interesting, useful, academically challenging but fun. Students will enjoy having the
opportunity to take part in practical activity each week and will become involved in large scale projects such as
the Year Six Open Day and cooking their own Christmas dinner. We will endeavour to organise trips, special
events and speakers and will arrange for students to take the nationally recognised Level Two Certificate in
Food Safety and Hygiene.
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Geography
Exam Board: OCR
Exam Weighting: 100%

Specification Code: J384 (Geography B)

The ‘Geography for Enquiring Minds’ new syllabus will enable learners to build on their M Y P / key stage 3
knowledge and skills to:
• Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, and of different
scales including global; and of social, political and cultural contexts
• Gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places and processes
over space and time, and the inter-relationship between geographical phenomena at different scales and in
different contexts
• Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in fieldwork. Human and
physical geography fieldwork will be undertaken in the local area during the course.
Key areas of study are:
• Our Natural World (01) – learners will gain an appreciation of the natural world around them including
tectonic and weather hazards, climate change, the UK’s distinctive landscapes and the global ecosystems
which support life on the planet.
• People and Society (02) – Learners will explore the complexities of People and Society through studying
why more than half of the world’s population live in urban areas, the dynamic nature of development, the
UK in the 21st century and human reliance on key resources for survival and economic gain.
• Geographical Exploration (03) – The links, connections and ideas within the eight topics of Our Natural
World (01) and People and Society (02) will be brought together for a Geographical Exploration (03).
Application of knowledge, understanding and skills will be important in learners questioning and developing
arguments, and a decision making exercise will allow learners to become critical thinkers.
Content Overview

Assessment Overview

Global Hazards
Changing Climate
Distinctive Landscapes
Sustaining Ecosystems
Fieldwork
Geographical Skills

Our Natural World (01)
70 Marks
1 hour 15 minutes written paper

Urban Futures
Dynamic Development
UK in the 21st Century
Resource Reliance
Fieldwork
Geographical Skills

People and Society (02)
70 Marks
1 hour 15 minutes written paper

Geographical Skills
Decision Making Exercise

Geographical
Exploration (03)*
60 Marks
1 hour 30 minutes written paper

35%
of total GCSE

35%
of total GCSE

30%
of total GCSE

The GCSE is an excellent foundation and stepping stone for further study of Geography in the IB Diploma
Programme and the IB Career-related Programme.
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History
Exam Board: AQA Specification Code: 8145
Exam Weighting: Two exam papers of 2 hours each making up 50% of the GCSE.
An exciting course has been selected for those taking GCSE History. Students will take two papers. The first is
entitled ‘Understanding the modern world’. In this students will study Germany 1890-1945 (including Hitler)
and conflict and tension in Asia 1950-75 (including the Vietnam War). Paper 2 is called ‘Shaping the Nation’
and has two parts: firstly ‘Migration, Empires and the People c790 to the present day’ which starts with the
Viking invasions and ends up in the twentieth century; secondly, there is a depth study on Elizabethan England.
Germany 1890-1945 covers the difficulties faced by the German Kaiser (Emperor) at the end of the nineteenth
century, the impact of the First World War, the problems that Germany had in the 1920s, Hitler’s rise to power
and his rule of Nazi Germany up to the end of World War Two.
Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-75 covers some of the Cold War and focuses on both the Korean War and
the Vietnam War. The causes, events and end of both wars are looked at, including the growing protest
movements towards the Vietnam War in the USA.
Migration, Empires and the People c750 to the present day is a thematic study which will help students
understand how Britain has been shaped by the wider world. It starts off with the Viking invasions and
England’s relationship with France (including the Normans and the Hundred Years’ War). It then moves on to
the start of the British Empire including the development of the slave trade and the colonisation of North
America, expansion into India (the role of Robert Clive) and Africa (including the second Boer War). Finally it
looks at the end of Britain’s empire (including the role of Gandhi and also the Suez Crisis), the aftermath of
empire, such as migration from Asia and Africa, the Falklands War and Britain’s relationship with the
European Union including European and non-European migration.
Elizabethan England 1568-1603 looks at the last 35 years of Elizabeth I’s reign: her character and court, life
in Elizabethan times, rebellions and plots, Mary Queen of Scots, Drake’s circumnavigation of the world and the
Spanish Armada. It also has a major focus on a site study which is chosen by the exam board each year. This
will look at the site and its relationship with historical events and developments as well as giving understanding
of how people lived at the time, their beliefs and values.
Students may benefit from the chance to attend a GCSE conference. The study of History should be both
enjoyable and informative. Whilst the skills it teaches have often been seen as particularly appropriate for Law,
Education and Management, the training it gives means that it is valued as a subject by most employers. History
teaches students to think, analyse and present information clearly, as well as informing them about the world
they live in. As the Historical Association says, “History can give the skills most employers want, whatever the
job you have in mind”.
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Mathematics and Statistics
Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Statistics Specification Code: 1STO
Exam Weighting: 100%
Mathematics Specification Code: 1MA1 Exam Weighting: 100%
The study of mathematics is an essential part of secondary education.
It is the aim of the department to develop a positive attitude to mathematics, including confidence, enjoyment
and perseverance such that students have the ability to use their skills in other areas of the curriculum and as a
firm foundation for appropriate further study. This will include a willingness to work independently and
cooperatively as well as the ability to communicate mathematical ideas in a variety of ways.
All students will follow a pathway over the two years that will lead to two GCSEs in maths related subjects. At
the end of year 10 it is anticipated that all students will be ready to sit the Higher Level Statistics GCSE and
then, at the end of year 11, they will progress towards Edexcel GCSE (9 – 1) in Mathematics.
It is our intention to enter all students for the Higher Tier (leading to GCSE grades 9 – 4) in both papers. After
consultation with parents it may become necessary for a small number to enter at the Foundation Tier (leading
to GCSE grades 5 – 1).
The new Mathematics GCSE will demand deeper and broader mathematical understanding than in previous
years. It will provide all students with greater coverage of key areas such as ratio, proportion and rates of
change and require them to apply their knowledge and reasoning to provide clear mathematical arguments. It
will focus on ensuring that every student masters the fundamental mathematics that is required for further
education and future careers. It will provide greater challenge for the most able students by thoroughly testing
their understanding of the mathematical knowledge needed for higher level study and careers in mathematics,
the sciences and computing.
The new Statistics GCSE gives our students a chance to learn key application skills that not only will be needed
and in fact be crucial with any IB qualification, but also to develop many analytical skills that are currently
needed in so many employment situations. There is now no coursework element to this qualification and these
types of skills have been embedded into the examination papers.
A number of students may also be given the opportunity to sit an AQA qualification in further mathematics in
Year 11 if we feel it would be advantageous to the next level of their education.
All students will need their own electronic calculator so that the key operations are learnt and embedded before
any external examination is undertaken.
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Modern Languages
Exam Board: AQA
Exam weighting: 100%

Specification Code: French 8658, German 8668

What will I learn?
During the GCSE course, you will learn to communicate effectively in everyday situations you would be likely
to encounter when visiting or having contact with a foreign country. You will learn to express not only factual
information, but also your opinions and justification of them, in both the spoken and written language. You will
also be well prepared to continue the study of the language at IB level. The core content of the AQA
specification is divided into 3 themes:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
What skills will I develop?
You will develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning and will be taught the necessary
skills and grammatical structures to enable you to express yourself fluently. You will develop and utilise your
ICT skills, both inside and outside the classroom, and you will achieve a suitable foundation for further
language study and/or practical use of the target language.
How will I be assessed?
You will be prepared for the AQA GCSE examination in your chosen language. The aim of the course will be
to develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in preparation for the final assessments in May or June
of year 11 with each skill weighted 25%. The listening paper consists of questions and answers in both English
and the target language; in addition, the reading paper includes a translation question into English. The
speaking examination includes a role-play, a description of a photo-card and a general conversation. For the
writing paper you must complete a structured writing task, an open-ended task and a translation into the target
language.
Facilities
A range of standard office and specialist software to support lesson delivery is used, for example, Boardworks
and TaskMagic. We also use and subscribe to various specialist websites such as Languagesonline and
Linguascope. The AQA Exampro service is used for examination practice. All language classrooms are fitted
with interactive whiteboards and two classrooms are equipped with laptops where students are encouraged to
work independently. The Languages department also has its own class set of chromebooks.
Broadening the horizon – beyond the curriculum
There are numerous residential opportunities for GCSE language students including a trip to Le Château de
Warsy in northern France and there plans for a German residential. In addition, the department has links with
Kent University and, each year, year 10 students have the opportunity to attend a conference in March to learn
about studying languages at university.
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Music
Exam Board: Edexcel
Exam Weighting:
Weighting for Non-examined Assessment:

Specification Code: 1MUO
40%
60% (Performance 30% and 30% composition)

Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression. This course will motivate and stretch students
of all abilities and appreciates all styles and genres, catering to the students’ specific musical tastes. The Music
GCSE course will broaden students’ minds and foster a love of all music with a qualification that students of all
abilities and backgrounds will enjoy.
Component 1: Performing – 30% of total GCSE
Students submit two final performances, one solo performance (15%) and one ensemble performance (15%).
Performance workshops take place termly throughout the course, preparing them for their final recording. They
can perform in any style or genre, on their preferred instrument/voice. Students gain more marks for more
difficult pieces and we aim to reach a standard of approximately grade 4 by the end of the course. For their
ensemble performance, students can perform as a duet, a band or perhaps in a larger ensemble such as Jazz
band or Choir.
Component 2: Composing Music – 30% of total GCSE
Students compose two pieces in any style or genre to best reflect their skills, strengths and interests. Students
learn how to compose in different styles and genres throughout the course and practise composing using
different mediums, such as Sibelius music software and Logic Pro X. The advantages of using this software
mean that students can compose for any type of instrument, without having to actually know how to play it.
Their first composition is ‘free’ and can be in any style or genre; the second is based on a set of four briefs
which are released at the start of the final year.
Component 3: Appraising Music – 40% of total GCSE
Students focus on four areas of study, which enable them to listen and appraise, to understand music across a
variety of styles and genres. Each area of study includes two set works that are studied in detail throughout the
two years. In the exam, students answer questions about the set works and one question on an unfamiliar piece
of music. In section B, the students answer an essay style question, comparing a set work to a contrasting piece.
Students should be able to perform on their preferred instrument and should aim to be around grade 4 by the
end of the course.
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Philosophy and Religious Studies
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 8062
Exam Weighting: 100% = Two x 1hour 45 minutes exams
The course aims to:
•
•
•
•

Develop an understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and practices.
Critically evaluate the source of these beliefs and the impact they can have on world views and events.
Help students to develop their own views on relevant and meaningful questions such as the meaning and
purpose of life and how to live moral and ethical lives in modern times.
Develop debating and reasoning skills, an ability to construct well informed and balanced arguments
and express these clearly.

A GCSE in Philosophy and Religious Studies is useful for a variety of careers, from journalism and the media
to law, medicine, social work, politics, education and the criminal justice system.
The course consists of two exams:
1.

The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
This paper explores the fundamental beliefs of both Christianity and Buddhism – exploring concepts
such as the Holy Trinity, the crucifixion and resurrection, Karma and the 4 Noble Truths. We then
investigate how these beliefs influence religious rituals and practices. This knowledge lays the
foundations to explore the issues discussed in paper 2.

2.

Philosophical and ethical studies
This paper explores prevalent and topical philosophical issues, developing understanding of religious
responses whilst also helping students to reflect on and develop their own viewpoints and ideas relating
to these issues. In this paper we look at:
•
•
•
•

Religion and Life (abortion/euthanasia)
The Existence of God
Peace and Conflict
Human Rights and Social Justice

Both of these units are designed to give students the opportunity to philosophically assess the issues raised
within the topics. They will discuss and debate their views and critically question the views of others – from
classmates to those of religions and philosophers – and draw reasoned conclusions.
Students are encouraged to challenge ‘common sense thinking’ and use a greater and wider knowledge of
beliefs and practices to fully engage in some very current and important questions and discussions.
The skills developed in a GCSE in Philosophy and Religious Studies – such as critical thinking, developing
arguments, problem solving and analysis – are excellent preparation for studying the IB and higher education.
18

Dane Court Grammar School – Options 2020

Physical Education– Examined
Exam Board: AQA

Specification Code: 4892

Exam Weighting: 60% // Weighting for practical/performance analysis: 30% // Coursework weighting 10%

Why choose GCSE PE?
The AQA GCSE Physical Education specification will inspire learning. New and contemporary topics will help
students of all abilities to develop a well-rounded skill set and prepare them for progression to further studies
within the IB programme.
How will the course be assessed?
Students will follow a linear course that is split into four areas:
• The human body and movement in physical activity and sport (Exam 30%)
• Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport (Exam 30%)
• Coursework analysing your strengths and areas for improvement within a sport (Coursework 10%)
• Practical performance in physical activity and sport (Practical 30%)
The first two areas will be assessed through two exams at the end of year 11. Each exam will be worth 30% of
the total mark for the course (60% theory exam). 30% will see the students develop their skills and improve
their performance practically, with each student being assessed in three sports from the AQA specification.
10% will still students develop a written report exploring strengths and weaknesses in one of their chosen
sports. This percentage split between theory and practical will also be reflected in the lesson split over the two
years of the course.
Practical Assessment Areas Include:
Team
Football
Rugby (league and union)
Cricket
Handball
Basketball
Tennis (doubles)
Badminton (doubles)
Netball
Volleyball
Field Hockey
Table tennis (doubles)
Rowing
Squash (doubles)

Individual
Athletics (2 different events)
Golf
Swimming
Table Tennis
Squash
Rock Climbing
Badminton
Tennis
Dance
Amateur boxing
Gymnastics/trampolining
Equestrian
Snow skiing/ Snow boarding

Is it right for me?
GCSE PE is an exciting course which will develop not only a student’s knowledge and performance, but also
offer them an opportunity to work in a challenging and independent environment. They will need to be leaders,
take responsibility for themselves, be prepared to work hard in and out of school whilst challenging themselves
to become excellent in all areas of the sporting environment.
We recommend that if you pick this option you already participate in at least two sports outside of school.
Further Information: Please speak to a member of the PE Department or visit the AQA GCSE PE website.
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Science
Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: Combined Science: Trilogy 8464
Triple Science:
Biology 8461, Chemistry 8462, Physics 8463
Exam Weighting: 100%
Science is one of the compulsory core subjects in Key Stage 4; all students will follow a balanced science
course. This means that all three of the traditional sciences, biology, chemistry and physics, are studied in
considerable depth.
Combined Science Trilogy
This will lead to the award of two GCSEs at the end of year 11. The course covers all aspects of science
education: evaluating evidence and the implications of science for society; explaining, theorizing and modelling
in science as well as procedural and technical knowledge of science practice. It is a subset of the triple science
course and will be taught in subject specific lessons.
The course content is:
Biology – cell biology, organisation, infection, bioenergetics, homeostasis, evolution, ecology.
Chemistry – atomic structure, the periodic table, bonding and structure and properties, chemical changes, rates
and energy, quantitative chemistry, organic chemistry and using our resources.
Physics – forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism, particle model and atomic structure.
There is no coursework or internal assessment. The specification sets out the apparatus and techniques students
should use and develop while doing practical work. These skills and knowledge are taught within the context of
21 specified practicals. Students have to undertake these practicals during the course will face questions on
them in the exam at the end of the course. These questions will count for at least 15% of the overall marks for
the qualification.
The Combined Science course will have a 17 point grading scale, from 9-9, 9-8 through to 2-1, 1-1.
This course will provide a sound foundation for IB Standard and Higher Biology, Chemistry and Physics, as
well as IB Standard Environmental Systems.
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Science continued
Triple Science
There is an opportunity for students to follow the three separate sciences: this will lead to the award of three
GCSEs, one each in biology, chemistry and physics. Like the GCSE Combined Science, these courses
emphasize explaining, theorizing and modelling in science.
Clearly, students taking the triple science option will be required to cover more material than those students
taking the two GCSEs in combined science. Because of these extra requirements the triple science option is
recommended only to those students the science department believes can successfully meet the additional
demands of the course. The basis for this recommendation will be that students have the necessary skills,
aptitude and commitment to benefit from the triple science option and will relish the challenge of the course.
The decision will be made after due consideration of teacher recommendations as well as performances in tests
and assessments.
The content of each course is:
GCSE Biology – cell biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis and response,
inheritance, variation and evolution, ecology.
GCSE Chemistry – atomic structure and periodicity, bonding, structure and the properties of matter, chemical
changes, rates and energy, quantitative chemistry, chemical analysis, organic chemistry, chemistry of the
atmosphere and using our resources.
GCSE Physics – forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism, electromagnetism, particle model of matter and
atomic structure, space physics.
There is no coursework or internal assessment. The specification sets out the apparatus and techniques students
should use and develop while doing practical work. These skills and knowledge are taught within the context of
specified practicals for each subject; 10 for biology, 8 for chemistry and 10 for physics. Students have to
undertake these practicals during the course will face questions on them in the exam at the end of the course.
These questions will count for at least 15% of the overall marks for each of the qualifications.
Grades are awarded from 9 to 1 for Biology, Chemistry and Physics, (9 being the highest).
This course will provide a firm foundation for IB Standard and Higher Biology, Chemistry and Physics, as well
as IB Standard Environmental Systems.
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YOU MUST BRING THIS FORM WITH YOU TO YOUR OPTIONS INTERVIEW.
Name: ................................................................................................................... Form: ............................
Year 9 Options

School Copy

All students will study a modern language (see option block 1), English language, English literature, mathematics,
statistics and either combined science (trilogy) or triple science, giving seven or eight GCSEs.
Students will also choose two GCSEs from option block 2:
Option Block 1
(Choose ONE Subject)

Option Block 2
(Choose TWO Subjects and ONE reserve subject)

French
German

Art
Business Studies
Computing
Drama
Food Preparation and Nutrition
Geography
History
Music
PE
Philosophy
Second Language (French or German)

*Choices:
Option Block 1

Language Choice

Option Block 2

1st Choice
2nd Choice
Reserve Choice

*One subject should be entered in each box
Signature of parent: __________________________________________
Initials of SLT interviewer: ____________________________________
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Name: ................................................................................................................... Form: ............................
Year 9 Options

Home Copy

All students will study a modern language (see option block 1), English language, English literature, mathematics,
statistics and either combined science (trilogy) or triple science, giving seven or eight GCSEs.
Students will also choose two GCSEs from option block 2:
Option Block 1
(Choose ONE Subject)

Option Block 2
(Choose TWO Subjects and ONE reserve subject)

French
German

Art
Business Studies
Computing
Drama
Food Preparation and Nutrition
Geography
History
Music
PE
Philosophy
Second Language (French or German)

*Choices:
Option Block 1

Language Choice

Option Block 2

1st Choice
2nd Choice
Reserve Choice

*One subject should be entered in each box
Signature of parent: __________________________________________
Initials of SLT interviewer: ____________________________________
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